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    ART IS ABOUT PROCESS  
         not just product 

 
 Transforming the role of the student art display  

The infant toddler centers of Reggio Emilia put great 
emphasis on their documentation boards because they 
believe it benefits both students and teachers alike.  



Written Summary 

Process Photos 

Interactive Questions 
	
  

Student Anecdotes, 
  Reflections & Supporting Work 
 
	
   Developmental Rational 

	
  

What are the components of a successful art display?  



   Written Summaries, 
   Student Anecdotes & Reflections 
	
  



  

 
 
	
  

Grade 3  
Paper Collage	
  



Questions can be 
interactive and reflective 
for the viewer 
 

Can you find shapes that have 
edges and corners? 
 
 
 
 
What type of shapes do you 
often find outdoors and in 
nature?  
Why do you think that is? 
 

Engage your Audience	
  







Preliminary sketches and more involved work show the progression of a unit of study 



Process Photos 



Zooming in on a child’s hands and a material 
illustrates the care and skill that is practiced 

when exploring a technique.  

Capturing the children working in the studio 
environment illustrates the art experience as 
a whole. 

Every Picture Tells a Story	
  



Photographs the art process can 
be narrated by students 



Organization 



iPhoto lets you customize your 
prints by clicking “Customize” 
just beneath the preview of the 
image. Once you enter, a 
variety of choices allow you to 
enhance your photo. By 
clicking on “Layout” you are 
offered a choice of orientation 
as well as a space to include 
text. 

I have an album dedicated to every grade level I teach stored in iPhoto.	
  



I save all my written summaries in a Word document that has been 
formatted to save specific margins and a font. You can change your 
margins and orientation by clicking on Format > Document. I like to follow 
a common font and size to keep the displays aesthetically pleasing and 
professional. I include a heading to highlight the grade level and content. 



What components do you notice in this art display?	
  

B 
L 
U 
E 
 
S 
C 
H 
O 
O 
L 



Including a photograph of the observed object alongside the work of art 
allows us to see how a child views their environment.  

The art display now 
doubles as an assessment 
of student understanding.	
  



Photographs, student art and dictation are the major vehicles that teachers 
utilize to document student learning and to develop an emergent  
curriculum. 
 
 
 
  

BEGINNINGS NURSERY	
  



Post-it notes encourage 
parents to share comments	
  

TRIBECA  
COMMUNITY  

SCHOOL 



What do you include in your student art display? 



 
If you would like to keep in touch or  
If you think of any questions in the future,  
contact Mary Jo at: 
 
                             mjallegra@gmail.com 
 
 
For more inspiration and to download a copy of this 
presentation visit my blog at:  
 

sunporchstudio.com 
 
 
 

Thanks for visiting and sharing my passion 


